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The  UK Defence Forum has just published a study by Patrick Nopens entitled  the impact of
climate change on the geopolitics of the Arctic.
(www.ukdf.org.uk – in members' area, password protected).

Here's the introduction.

Climate change will cause major physical, ecological, economic, social, and geopolitical
adjustment. The Arctic,  more specifically, is undergoing some of the most rapid and drastic 
climate change on earth. This is leading to a new interest in the  region, not only by the Arctic
states, but also by other major powers.

Even  though it was the shortest route for intercontinental ballistic  missiles and strategic
bombers, and the main base of the Soviet  submarine fleet during the Cold War, until recently,
the Arctic remained a geopolitical backwater. The relative lack of interest in the Arctic did not
prevent conflicts of interest, but these did not lead to major tensions.
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