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It's a good day for the Gurkhas who fought for the British Army, who have won their battle to
stay in the UK.

In the test case at the High Court, the six men's lawyers argued that the UK owed them a
'special debt' in gratitude for their service in nearly every conflict in British history.

The ruling means that the 2,000 Gurkhas who were denied the right to live in the UK can now
apply for residency.

The Government had argued that the Gurkhas lacked "strong ties" with Britain but their lawyer
Edward Fitzgerald, QC, said their "long and dedicated service links them inextricably to the
people of this country".

Almost 50,000 of the Nepalese soldiers died during their service for Britain in Malaya, the
Falklands, Iraq and Afghanistan, service for which they were awarded won 13 Victoria Crosses
for bravery.

Martin Howe, the mens' solicitor, said: "The veteran Gurkhas | represent, with typical humility
and strength of character, give theirheartfelt thanks to each and every person: from public life;
the media; and the ranks of ordinary decent people who stood by them in their hour of need as
indeed the Gurkhas stood by us, in our darkest hours of need.

"The veteran Gurkhas warmly paraphrase to the people of Britain the kind words written of

them: 'Never had we more faithful friends than you'.




