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<p>Since November 3rd the United States has carried out 10 unmanned airstrikes.<br /><br
/><strong>November 7th</strong>: The US carried out two airstrikes in North Waziristan today.
Unmanned Predators or Reapers first attacked a vehicle and a compound in the village of
Ghulam Khan in the Miramshah area. Nine 'militants' were reported killed in the attack.<br /><br
/>The second attack targeted a vehicle in the village of Maizer, Datta Khel. Five 'foreigners' �
the term used to describe Arab and Central Asian operatives � were killed in the strike.<br
/><br />No senior al Qaida or Taliban figures were reported killed in the attack.<br /><br
/><strong>November 11th</strong>: Six missiles were fired at a compound in the village of Gulli
Khel, Ghulam Khan. The attack targeted a group of 'fighters' returning to North Waziristan from
Khost province in Afghanistan. Of the six killed in the attack none were believed to be senior
operatives. However the nature of the strike suggests that a senior figure or wanted operative
was the main focus of the attack.<br /><br /><strong>November 13th</strong>: An unmanned
airstrike targeted a compound and a vehicle in the village of Ahmad Khel in the Mir Ali region of
North Waziristan. Whilst Pakistani officials claimed four 'militants' were killed in the attack,
reports from the scene also suggested that civilians may have been killed in the strike.<br /><br
/><strong>November 19th</strong>: Three 'militants' were killed in an attack on a vehicle
travelling in the village of Norak, Mir Ali. No senior al Qaida or Taliban operatives were believed
to be amongst the casualties.<br /><br /><strong>November 21st</strong>: The US struck a
compound and vehicle in the village of Khaddi, near Miramshah. Pakistani intelligence officials
initially indicated that six 'militants' were killed in the attack. However later press reports
speculated that nine 'militants' were killed and that three civilians harbouring operatives were
also amongst the casualties.<br /><br /><strong>November 22nd</strong>: The second attack
in as many days targeted a vehicle and motorcycle in the village of Khushali, Miramshah. Five
'militants' were reported killed in the attack, yet none were believed to be senior al Qaida or
Taliban operatives.<br /><br /><strong>November 26th</strong>: An unmanned airstrike today
against a vehicle travelling within the village of Pir Kali, Mir Ali, North Waziristan. The area is
known to host a number of al Qaida operatives. Yet of the four killed in the attack none were
deemed to be senior figures.<br /><br /><strong>November 28th</strong>: The US undertook a
similar strike against a vehicle as it travelled within the village of Hasan Khel, Mir Ali. Despite
the continued concentration on a region known to host al Qaida operatives, the four 'militants'
killed in the strike were not thought be senior figures in this movement or the Taliban.<br /><br
/><strong>December 6th</strong>: After a period of relative quiet the United States today
struck a vehicle and a compound in the village of Kyshore, Datta Khel. The U.S. drone first
attacked the 'militants' vehicle, killing two whilst another three escaped. The drone then
attacked a shop hiding the others. This strike killed the three 'militants' whilst wounding three
others.<br /><br />According to the <a
href="http://www.longwarjournal.org/pakistan-strikes.php">Long War Journal</a> the United
States has carried 106 unmanned airstrikes to date throughout 2010. This is a 50% increase
from last year, and just over 50% of all airstrikes undertaken since 2004. The focus of attacks
has overwhelmingly been North Waziristan. To date, 92% of all strikes have been carried out
here in comparison with 7% in South Waziristan. Interestingly there has been a significant shift
in the targeting of al Qaida/Taliban factions. In 2009 the main focus of attack was the Mehsud
network. However 2010 saw an increase in attacks on Bahadar network and to a lesser extent
the Haqqanis.</p>
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