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Since October 13th the United States has carried out 12 unmanned air strikes.

October 15th: The United States today launched a pair of unmanned air strikes against villages
in the Mir Ali area of North Waziristan. The first strike hit a compound in the village of Marchi
Khel, killing five 'militants'. The second attack on a vehicle in the village of Aziz Khel killed an
additional four 'militants'.  No senior Taliban or al Qaida operatives were reported killed in the
attacks.

October 18th: Six missiles were fired at a compound and vehicle in Sunzalai village, Datta Khel,
North Waziristan. Six 'militants' were reported killed in the attack, with an additional five injured.
Interestingly, four Predators appeared to circle over the scene after the attack.

October 27th: The United States launched its first strike in nine days with two attacks on targets
in North Waziristan. The first attack struck a compound in the village of Spin Wam, Mir Ali. The
target was a house belonging to a militant identified as Nasimullah Khan. According to the
Associated Press foreign fighters were reported to be staying at the house. Two 'militants' were
reported killed in the attack.

The second strike hit a vehicle in the village of Degan, Datta Khel. Two Arab al Qaida members
and two 'Westerners' were reported killed in the attack.

In both instances, the exact targets of the strikes remain unclear, and no senior operatives were
thought to be amongst the victims.

October 28th: The US launched their third attack in two days against a compound in the village
of Ismail Khan, Datta Khel. Seven 'militants' were reported killed and were wounded.

November 1st: Two missiles were fired at a compound in the village of Haider Khan, Mir Ali,
North Waziristan. According to Pakistani security sources the compound belonged to a local
tribesman and was believed to be sheltering local 'militants'. Six 'militants' were reported killed;
however none were thought to be senior operatives.

November 3rd: Thirteen 'militants' were killed in three separate airstrikes within North
Waziristan. In the first strike four 'militants' were reported killed after two missiles were fired at a
vehicle in Qutub Khel, a suburb of Miramshah. The vehicle was reportedly laden with arms and
ammunition.

In the second strike another vehicle was targeted in the village of Kaiso Khel, Datta Khel. Five
'militants' were reported killed in this strike.

Yet another vehicle was attacked in a strike in the Mir Ali area. Four 'militants' were reported
killed in this attack. Yet despite the intensity of today's airstrikes, no senior al Qaida or Taliban
operatives were believed to be amongst the dead.
November 7th: Two airstrikes today in North Waziristan killed 14 'militants', including five
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'foreigners'.

In the first attack missiles were fired on a compound and vehicle in the village of Ghulam Khan,
Miramshah. Nine 'militants' were killed in this strike.

The second airstrike of the day targeted a vehicle in the village of Maizer, Datta Khel. Five
'foreigners' – a term used to describe Arab or Central Asian al Qaida operatives – were reported
killed. However in both instances no senior operatives were believed to be amongst the
casualties.

In comparison with last month's Drone Wars, the United States appears to have dramatically
scaled back its unmanned campaign. Nevertheless, the  Long War Journal  reports that the US
has conducted 97 airstrikes to date in 2010. Should the attacks continue with the same intensity
throughout the rest of November/early December then the United States is likely to double its
tally of unmanned strikes in comparison with 2009.

North Waziristan remains the overwhelming focus for the majority of airstrikes. However on the
8th November the Movement of the Taliban in Pakistan (TTP) claimed that six Taliban groups in
South Waziristan had now joined the larger organization.  The groups have all reportedly
expressed their confidence in the leadership of the TTP's Hakeemullah Mehsud. As a result of
increased TTP activities in South Waziristan, it will be interesting to monitor how many airstrikes
are undertaken here throughout the rest of 2010.
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http://www.longwarjournal.org/pakistan-strikes.php

