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David Cameron has unveiled the Strategic Defence Review.

The key points are:

Defence spending to be cut by 8% in real terms over the next four years

There will be no cut in support for military operations in Afghanistan

Army

    
    -  Personnel to be reduced to 95,500 by 2015  

  

    
    -  The Army is to return from Germany by 2020  

  

    
    -  Tanks and heavy artillery to be reduced by 40%  

  

    
    -  More Chinook helicopters to be made available  

  

Royal Navy
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    -  Personnel will fall to 30,000 by 2015  

  

    
    -  7 Astute Class Submarines and 6 Type-45 Destroyers will be built. There will also be a
new development programme aimed at building frigates.   

  

    
    -  HMS Ark Royal will be decommissioned ahead of schedule in 2014  

  

    
    -  Construction of two new aircraft carriers to go ahead. One carrier will be held in extended
readiness. The carrier version of the Joint Strike Fighter will be purchased.   

  

    
    -  The decision on a replacement for the Trident subamarines delayed until 2016  

  

Royal Air Force

    
    -  Personel to be reduced to 33,000 by 2015  
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    -  Harrier jump jets to be retired, Nimrod MRA4 reconnaisance plans to be cancelled.  

  

    
    -  The RAF will sustain the use of the Tornado, Typhoon and JSF.  

  

    
    -  There will be increased use of unmanned aerial vehicles  

  

The full document can be read here  .
DEFENCE & SECURITY REVIEW – UK INDUSTRY REACTION

A|D|S, the UK's AeroSpace, Defence and Security trade organisation today (Tuesday)
commented on the Prime Minister's Strategic Defence and Security Review (SDSR)
announcement in the House of Commons.

Ian Godden, Chairman of A|D|S, said:

"Today is a difficult day for everyone involved, from our armed forces to the industry that is
proud to supply them and the politicians who are making these tough decisions to deal with
issues from the past in order to look to the future.

"The key test of the success of the Review will be the extent to which it ensures that the UK has
the industrial capabilities to address long-term future security needs and that our armed forces
are equipped for the tasks that the nation asks of them. Today's announcement marks the
beginning of a process, not the end of one. We will now work with the MoD as it produces its
Defence Industrial Technology Policy to deliver the Review's aims in practical terms.

"Industry welcomes the clarity provided by the Review, which will ensure that plans can be
adapted to meet new situations and future investment decisions can be made.

"The UK is a world-leader in the defence sector and to retain this position the industry and the
Government must work together. This will deliver benefits for our armed forces, the UK
economy, our export strength and the 300,000 people that work in UK defence – who are proud
of the job that they do for our armed forces and for the delivery of over £32 billion per year for
the country.
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"Alongside the multinational firms based in Britain we also have more small and medium sized
enterprises in defence than France, Germany, Italy, Spain and Norway combined. They are the
bedrock on which our defence success is based and their needs must not be forgotten if the UK
is to retain its ability to supply and support our troops to the highest possible standard."

The UK defence industry provides a key component of the nation's military capability in support
of our troops and is an economic success story. Therefore, the need is for the Review to sustain
UK-based industrial capabilities, exports and research and technology – all of which are crucial
to the long-term future of our armed forces and our industrial base. Furthermore, a renewed
focus on exports to boost demand will enable the industry to retain crucial capabilities that will
allow it to continue to provide the best possible equipment and support to our own armed
forces. Such joined-up working would deliver more adaptable, affordable and exportable
equipment that will benefit the UK's armed forces and its economy.
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